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butnota
by Anna Brylowski
An Interview with the
Law School Librarians
Since early spring, daily sounds of construction and the
bustle of workers on the site of the new addition to the
University of Michigan Law Library have signaled that
construction work has been in full swing. January marked
completion of a 50-foot-deep hole fortified with retaining
walls and measured out to house the 77,500-square-foot
underground structure. The last truckloads of the
troublesomely dry granular soil (one reason for the
specially designed supportive pilings] were being scooped
up from the bottom of the pit and carted away. By summer,
work on the structural components of the new underground
building was well under way.
The underground design of the library addition was
intended to serve two purposes: to make most efficient use
of the space available within the compound of the Law
Quadrangle; and to preserve the English Gothic style of the
existing buildings that could not be duplicated today. Fund
raising and final planning for the structure began in 1977. At
that time Dean Theodore St. Antoine announced that $8
million was to be raised for the construction of a two-level.
below-grade addition designed by Birmingham architect
Gunnar Birkerts.
When ground breaking for the project took place in late
January, 1978, the estimated cost of the structure had
reached $9 million, and the addition was now planned to
extend three levels below grade.
With the construction of the addition now under way,
there has been considerable interest on campus about the
finished product. How much longer until the building is
completed? Are the building costs still rising? Exactly what
advantages will be gained for book users?
The best source for answers to these questions is, of
course, those most closely associated with the project-the
librarians of the Law Library. The following is a summary
of an interview conducted last spring with law Prof.
Beverley J. Pooley, director of the Law Library, and
Margaret A. Leary, assistant director.
The librarians do not foresee that the envisioned
completion date of the project, spring, 1980, will be met. The
summer of 1981 appears to be more realistic, they say,
provided additional problems do not arise. The chief cause
for the delay so far has been an 11-month period necessary
for a subcontracted job originally scheduled to be finished
in three months.
The total budget for everything associated with the
project is $9.2 million.
Expansion of storage space for library materials has been
one of the chief aims for the new building. The librarians
stress, however, that the whole expansion project should
not be seen as the Law School having two library
buildings- an old building and a new building-or as an
exodus of books and services from the old building into a
new building. "All our plans envisage the total utilization of
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all th!) resources we now have ," says Pooley. "Some usable
space had to be destroyed in order to make the new
building blend coherently with the present building. This is
not a great loss, though , and the sacrifice will be well worth
it in terms of the aesthetic integrity of the whole Law
Quadrangle, which will be preserved."
The new addition will provide storage space for library
materials now overcrowded in the old building; that means
"thinning out," not moving everything over into the new
building, the librarians say. The old library facilities have
been overcrowded for at least 15 years, and the problem is
increasing. Since 1971, when planning for the new building
began in earnest, the library has acquired 100,000 volumes.
Of the approximately 77,500 square feet to be provided by
the new building, 20,000 square feet have been planned for
book storage, but this space might not be sufficient. At the
rate books have been accumulating, the space provided in
open stacks in the new structure will be used up swiftly.
Therefore, 15,000 extra square feet of partially finished
space has been included in the new building to
accommodate expansion. "That will give us some extra
growth space at the time we can find the money to finish it
and make it habitable and useful," Pooley points out. At the
moment, this "raw space" is planned for book storage,
possibly on an open stack basis at first and later on an
intensive storage basis. Pooley believes it will be feasible to
store about 600,000 volumes in that 15,000-square-foot area.

The old library facilities have been
overcrowded for at least 15 years, and the
problem is increasing.

"The architect has designed the building so that the space
designed for book storage is not immutably committed to
that purpose, as in the old building," Pooley emphasizes.
Thus room originally set aside either for book storage or for
carrels can easily be changed. Some of this space could
even be used for teaching purposes, should the need arise.
The basic question concerning the expanded library, as
Pooley sees it, will be this: should it be stabilized or should
yet another building be planned at some time in the future?
The librarians feel that stabilization of the collectior, is the
preferable choice. To achieve this, much would have to be
stored in microfiche, but a certain amount of stabilization
could be achieved by storing books intensively.
Among the library materials that have been accumulating
fastest are the document collections. The Law Library now
is a depository for United States government documents, for
the European Economic Community, and for some other
supra-national organizations, which means the library
receives all these materials free of charge. Should the
library acquire second copies of documents which exist
elsewhere on campus? The faculty will have to decide how
much of this kind of acquisition will be necessary, say the
librarians. Documents lend themselves well to acquisition
in microfilm or microfiche; readers do not always like to
use them in this form, but students, says Pooley, are
learning to adapt to the new technology. Microform storage
is here to stay, and it is an excellent space-saving device,
observes Pooley.
Once the reading room and stacks in the existing library
and space in the new structure are full, the library plans to
stabilize the number of hard copy volumes. And the way to
do this is to take off the shelves and replace in microform as
many volumes as are being added each year. Another
remedy is to subscribe to materials on first order in

microform where it is possible to do so, and where users
find this a reasonable method of using them.
At present, the library does not have microfilming
facilities and does not plan to establish them in the new
building. Instead, there will be a substantial amount of
equipment for storing microfilm or microfiche and for
producing, on demand, copies of microfiche and also for
making hard copies for users from either microfilm or
microfiche.
With all the projected advantages of the new addition,
there is yet one unfilled need . Pooley notes there will be no
special facilities to house the rare book collection. He
conceded, however, that badly as such a facility is needed,
"the original, rather ambitious goals for the library addition
had to be pared down," and in this process the need for
carrel space was given priority over that for a rare book
room. But one of the most important devices for rare book
storage-humidity control-will be easy to maintain in the
new, completely air-conditioned building. The smoke
detectors and greater security potential of the new structure
should also be of help.
As for the total utilization of the available space in both
buildings, the new addition will provide not only a means of
storing books more efficiently but also a way of reducing
what now are operating as "satellite" libraries. There are
now, for example, three separate spots on different levels
of the old building that compose the faculty library. Pooley
believes this arrangement is costly and wasteful, and
maintains that the faculty would be best served "by having
one faculty library plus some study space." Through
consolidating the faculty library "satellites," one could
maintain a collection for the exclusive use of the faculty.
For students who now have only the resources of the
reading room and the first and second levels of the stacks,
the total library experience ought to be greatly improved
when the new building opens. They will gain open access to
most of the stacks and there will be more reading stationschairs as well as carrels. The spacious, lovely main reading
room in the old building will still be available to students,
and some people, especially those who do not like to work
in air-conditioned rooms , may choose to use it as much as
they always have. But some students do not like the noise
and bustle of the old reading room, since it is a sort of
thoroughfare for people entering the Legal Research
Building. The less formal setting of the new reading areas
might appeal to others.' Should some suffer from the heat in
the old reading room at various times of the year, the new
air-conditioned building will provide relief.
As for book storage space, the present reading roomlarge as it seems when compared to the rest of the librarystores relatively few books, some 25,000 volumes at the
moment. It was designed to hold no more than 20,000
volumes. Opening new reading areas in the new building
might mean some duplication in reference works, but for
current American material, multiple copies should be on
hand anyhow to satisfy the needs of a large number of
students.
Commenting on the 10,000 square feet allotted to library
staff space in the new building, Pooley characterized this
figure as somewhat misleading. The 10,000 square feet
include the total space reserved for the circulation desk,
cataloging, and microfilm storage and duplication areas.
The actual staff space will be fewer than 5,000 square feet.
Since a little more than 3,600 square feet of library office
space in the old building will be vacated, the actual gain in
office space will be rather small. Some increase in library
staff with the increase of the collection is also to be
expected. What will happen to the vacated office space in
the old building is for the faculty to decide.
The new structure, Pooley stresses, will help the
Michigan Law Library to live up to its reputation as one of
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the largest and best law libraries in the world. He says its
principal defect in the past has been that its wealth of
material was not readily available to the students. They
were not allowed in the stacks, and books generally were
very difficult to find : "This great collection suffered from
underuse." With the new construction, the entire collection
will be available to students on an open stack basis.
"The students will be able to roam in most of the present
stack areas. And they will be able to roam throughout the
new construction, so we have done more than provide extra
storage space. That could have been done much, much more
cheaply. The expense has gone into what was felt to be a
very necessary thing and that is to make the whole of this
great collection available to the students, because it was
getting to the point where it was almost unusable," says
Pooley.
The second advantage will be providing the most efficient
storage of the future acquisitions. Finally, the law library
has to be prepared for changes in the nature of legal
education. Students are doing more individual research
than ever before. The clinical law and legal defender
programs involve students in individual research, and so do
student organizations such as the International Law Society
and the Environmental Law Society. In order to carry out
increased individual research, the students need study
space. With an increase in the number of carrels and table
seats in the new building, a substantial part of the student
body will have space in which to do research. The greatest
emphasis, says Pooley, is to make the entire collection
available to students, and to provide places for them to use
books that they can find themselves. "As far as students are
concerned," Pooley observes, "we will move from having
been what was essentially an undergraduate library to
being a graduate library."
Citing the subterranean location of the library addition,
Pooley notes that a significant number of large libraries
have recently moved into underground facilities . Harvard
and Yale, in particular, because of lack of space above
ground have been building very extensive underground
additions. The response from the underground users has
been favorable there. If the space is well designed, if some
outside light is available, if some interior landscaping is
provided, the users of the underground library seem to be
well satisfied. To compensate for the loss of the external
views, there are some advantages: these underground
structures are extremely quiet; they are economical
consumers of power and energy, being much easier to heat
and to cool and lending themselves to easy maintenance at
uniform levels of heat and light. As noted in an article on
the Michigan Law Library addition in the magazine
Michigan Contractor & Builder (Feb. 24, 1979). "A
subterranean structure ... brings with it energy savings due
to the leveling effect of the nearly constant ambient
temperature of the surrounding earth. According to studies
by Loring and Associates, the new library addition should
conserve 20 percent more energy compared to a similar
structure built above grade ... ."
Leary stresss that the structure "will not feel like an
underground building." Large sloping skylights will provide
natural light and the high ceilings will offer a spacious
atmosphere. "And there will be vines growing through the
limestone-faced side of the lightwell," she adds. Outside
greenery is planned too: "When completed, the roof of the
underground library addition [the former site of a parking
lot] will be covered with from two to five feet of earth.
Landscaping, including some small trees and shrubs, will be
added to develop the area into a student mall," according to
Michigan Contractor & Builder.
The selection of an architect for the project had been a
matter of concern to the faculty and alumni and, recalls
Pooley, was "a very drawn out and difficult process."
Finally Gunnar Birkerts was selected and, after several
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other alternatives were reviewed, the decision was made to
build an underground structure. Birkerts has been
described as an architect who believes that "when you go
underground you cannot create catacombs. For people to be
willing to circulate there, natural light and a sensation of
space become very important considerations." Pooley is
also enthusiastic about the architect's attention to the
interior of the structure. The inside of the building is
expected to be aesthetically pleasing in terms of materials
used , space, and light. The architect has his own interior
designing staff to carry out what he initially conceived in
the way of interior design . Birkerts has played
imaginatively with space, notes Pooley. The structure was
designed to avoid the "warehouse look" of so many other
libraries. The design offers a view of the outside, exterior
light, and pleasing shapes and materials. People at the Law
School are looking forward to seeing and using the end
product of Gunnar Birkerts' imagination.

Margaret A. Leary

Beverley ). Pooley

